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Alberta Gold Prospectors Association 

 
Our yearly dinner is just around 
the corner.  There is one major 
change this year for everyone.  
After the general meeting this 
February and the universal lack of 
regard for the meal last year it was 
voted upon to try and find a new 
location and caterer for the event.  
We found one. It will be at the 
Service Plus Inns & Suites in Red 
Deer Alberta. 
 
The date is set for November 22nd 
and we will have the room at 10 
am and the festivities will start at 
11 am.  If you wish to attend there 
is an insert to be filled out.  The 
cost is $10 per person and $15 per 
person for non-members.  Tickets 
will also be available at the door. 

 
I believe that if anything is worth 
doing, it would have been done 
already. 

 
 Procrastinator’s Code of Conduct 

 
A warm welcome to 
our new members: 

 
Chris Kuchmak 

Sherwood Park, AB 
 

Sherie Angevine 
Calgary, AB 

 
Ken Wilson 
Calgary, AB 

 
 

 

·  Head either south or north on 
highway 2 into Red Deer 

 
·  Turn off at exit 401 onto 67th St 
 
·  Go East to Johnstone Dr and turn 

right 
 
·  Hotel will be right side 

This year there will be another auction to 
raise fund for the club.  If you wish to 
make any donations please contact Liz 
Christensen at 403-285-4897.  We will 
also have displays and Steve Latham 
will have a presentation about the world 
Championships in Spain this year. 
 
Below I have inserted a map and some 
directions to the new venue.  If you wish 
to attend or have any questions please 
contact Susan Barberree at 
susees@msn.com or Pat Walker at 403-
281-4754. 
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President 
James (Jim) Holzer  

 
Vice-President 
Stephen Lathem  

 
Secretary/Treasurer 

Pat Walker 
 

Directors 
Lloyd Barberree  

Lee Kasper  
Troy Kellow  
Larry Larson 
Bill Robinson  
Fred Walker  

 
Liaisons 

Calgary - Tom Christianson 
Edmonton – Rod Walker 

 
Newsletter Editor 

Alex Stewart 
agpa@agpa.ca 

 
GOLD DUST DINNER 

 
Location 

SERVICE PLUS INNS & SUITES 
6853-66 ST 

RED DEER AB 
403 342 4445 

1 888 875 4667 
 

Single King - $109.00 + Tax 
Jacuzzi Suite - $159.00 + Tax 

Executive Jacuzzi - $179.00 + Tax 
 

All rates include – Complimentary 
Breakfast/Waterslide/Hot 
Tub/Exercise Room/10% coupon 
for the Mohave Grill 
 
There is a Tim Horton’s in the 
parking lot 
 
When booking a room quote 
conf#30641 or AGPA 
 
If the AGPA books at least 4 rooms 
for the night we will receive the party 
room for free.  Let us know if you are 
booking in.  Depending on the 
number of members remaining for the 
night we will plan an evening of 
activities for you. 

 

To Our Members… 
 
 
Today I would like to spin a little yarn about a brand new miner and how 
sometimes the easiest part of the journey can turn into the most arduous. 
 
This new to the breed miner whilst out on the Cottonwood River was informed 
that to mine for gold in British Columbia you need to have a Free Miners license 
from the government.  This seemed a reasonable statement so this new miner for 
the sake of anonymity let us call him Xela went with his family members to 
procure one of these pieces of parchment.   Everything proceeded smoothly they 
all went to Quenelle and to the government office where they were told they just 
need to provide the government i.d. and fill out the application online and they 
even generously provided the computer to do Xela proceeded to fill out all the 
information in the computer and forwarded it appropriately and continued to the 
desk to get his license. 
 
Now when our intrepid miner to be approached the desk for the final step of his 
odyssey when everything seemed bright and shiny the clerk requested to see his 
government issued I.D.  Xela promptly showed his Drivers license but lo he had 
moved twice since the license was issued and the clerk was obstinate and insisted 
that this could not be used as it was invalid and requested a different form of I.D.  
Our intrepid miner proceeded to wax eloquent about this being unnecessary since 
they would have made him pay the full amount to switch the license since 
Alberta had changed the format for the license and he was a thousand miles away 
from another form of picture I.D. 
 
Xela had nearly swayed the jury and gotten the clerk to give the license anyway 
when the eagle eyed women noticed the expiry date and informed him that it 
expired 2 months ago!  Realizing the fight was lost and that he would not 
become an official miner that day Xela pondered aloud “Why didn’t they send 
me my renewal notice I had no idea.”  To his abundant and public shame the 
smug clerk replied “Because you didn’t change your address.”  Thus the miner 
not to be went back to the river to various jokes and sly comments of his family 
in complete and abject humiliation. 
 
I hope you enjoyed the story. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Alex Stewart 
Editor �  

Take special note that the annual AGPA General Meeting will be held in 
February 2009.  This is your club.  In order to ensure that we are heading 
in the direction that you the member want us to go, please forward issues 
and ideas for the new year to Jim Holzer at the Gold Dust dinner or email 
agpa@agpa.ca. 
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The Fraser River Gold Panning Championships 
 
The Fraser River Gold Panning Championships were held on August 23-24 at the Emory Creek Campground 
and RV Park, which is about 23 Km north of Hope BC or 2Km south of Yale BC.   It was sponsored by Yukon 
Dan Moore, Mark Castagnoli of Placer Gold 
Design, BC Gold Corp and others. My brother 
Fred and I had driven from Quesnel and 
arrived at the Hope General Store at Emory 
Creek on Wednesday evening (20th) in a 
driving rainstorm. As soon as we got 
comfortable in the trailer a string of trucks 
roared by, then a freight train thundered past 
with its whistle wailing for the road crossing. 
We realised then that it was going to be a loud 
weekend. By Thursday evening we had the 
equipment for the flat panning contest set up, 
and were ready to go for Saturday morning. 
During Friday, panners from BC, Alberta, 
Quebec and Europe showed up.  
 
On Saturday morning with about 150 people present Dan Moore called us all together and introduced the 
Sponsors, Officials, Judges and Volunteers. He then went over the rules and had others demonstrate the various 

methods and styles of panning that would be used. A significant 
difference in this contest was that all panners (except Adults and 
Professionals) could pick some one to coach and encourage them. 
It was not unusual for a mini miner to ask an unrelated professional 
to help them. Adults, who were learning to pan or were unsure of 
just how to do something, were able to have a coach. 

 

Fraser River Gold Panning Championships at Emory Creek  

Young competitor with help from a coach a timer and a parent Dave Coupland helping a Mine Miner 
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That meant that there could be three people at each tub, a panner, 
a timer, and a coach. 
 
There were 27 panning positions, yet many events had to be done 
in heats to accommodate everyone. Many people dressed in the 
garb of the 1850's, some as old miners and wives of miners and 
some as Dance hall girls. Children were also dressed in period 
clothing.  
 
The contest was very well organized with one panning contest 
flowing into the next so that people were always busy and the 
spectators were never bored. 
 
There were a large number of children panning with categories 
such as Mini Miners (Under 5) Children, Youths and Teens with 
contests as well for Adults and Professionals. 
 
We had many Novelty Contests; such as the Two Person Panning 
Event. 
 
 
 
 

 
Two Person (You had to hold their shoulder 
and they had to hold yours with your free 
hand holding the gold pan) Blind fold 
panning where you were blindfolded and 
your partner could direct you, encourage 
you, or scold you and rejoice with you until 
you had found as much gold as your partner 
thought possible at which time "Gold" was 
called and you removed your blindfold put 
the gold into a vial then you traded 
positions with your partner and they then 
had to pan blindfolded with your help. It 
was a heck of a lot of fun. We closed out 
the evening with a coin hunting contest for 
adults and one for children. 
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We had a Iron Man, 
(Three pans of 
gravel) A Grudge 
Match (gold mixed 
with Iron Pyrites a 
table spoon of 
Garnets and a 
generous helping of 
Black Sand) and a 
Three person contest 
(Each person uses a 
different device (a 
Plastic pan, a 
Traditional pan and a 
one egg frying pan) 
and a flat panning 
contest using the 
ferrari speed pan 
from Switzerland. 
 
 

 
 
 
As the Three Person Contest drew near Fred and I 
were still without a third person. When Dan 
Moore announced that a third was needed a seven 
year old girl dressed in period clothing came over 
and said that she had chosen us.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Bobby Lee was a speed panner extraordinary (enough 
vibrato to make Dave Coupland grin) and wouldn't you know 
it we just about placed in the money. 
This was one of those rare events that while it was sunny on 
Saturday it rained all day Sunday. 
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 People were cold and wet but no one left, 
they stayed for the awards ceremony and 
stayed to clean up the area.  
 
A Gold Pan full of gratitude goes out to 
Yukon Dan Moore, Stephanie Clarke and all 
of the volunteers for the work that they put 
into this event. A job well done. 
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CORN ROAST 2008 
 
September the 6th started out as a rainy, dull day 
but ended on a high note.  We all met on the 
Devon Barr to enjoy an afternoon of Good 
Food, Good Friends and a little gold panning.  
We had over 30 members and their families join 
us this year.  We were also pleased to welcome 
a new member Sherie Angevine.   She joined us 
and found our group very welcoming and 
informative. 
 
The food supplied by all who attended would 
have been a gourmet’s delight.  From special 
baked beans (Arleen’s secret receipt) to Marg’s 
Japanese chicken wings.  We ate like the kings and queens of the gold fields that we are. 
 

Later around the fire we reminisced about the 
summers past.  The fun and fellowship we had 
enjoyed and the big one that got away.  In 
keeping with the theme of competition and 
fellowship we had our first and we hope not our 
last Tall Tales competition.  We were regaled by 
tales from Rod Walker (flying rabbits?), Fred 
Walker and his near miss with a fire bucket to 
Jim Holzer and his adventures with nudes outside 
a movie house in his home town.  Don Granger 
also told of his adventures as a youth as did Joe 
Wilfingsider.  Our big winner however was Mike 

Mosquin with two tales that lead one to wonder 
how he made it out of childhood.  The winning 
story was one of high adventure that included 
bears and boy scouts. 

 
We ended the evening with much joy and laughter.  Promises were given of high adventure in 
the year to come.  What a wonderful way to end this seasons River adventures. 
 
See you all in Red Deer for the Gold Dust Dinner.  (Remember to get your tickets now so you 
will be entered to win our grand door prize) 
 
 

Jim Holzer with Mike Mosquin, the winner of 
the tall tail contest. 
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We are enclosing an article by our feature reporter, Jori (the future Lois Lane of the gold fields) Kellow.  
Her gripping tails of the trek to Quesnel kept this Hardy band of travellers minds off the rain and cold.  She 
is the daughter of Leslie and Troy Kellow and is showing the same journalistic abilities that her mother has 
shared with us for years.  We hope to enclude more articles from our Junior members.  We wish Jori luck in 
her new career. 
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Upcoming Events:  
 
A.G.P.A. Gold Dust Dinner  
Nov. 22/08, Red Deer, AB 
 
A.G.P.A. Annual General Meeting 
TBA, Bird Sanctuary Calgary, AB 
 
Cherryville B.C. Open Gold Panning Championship 
May 15, 16, 17 2009, Cherryville BC 
 
A.G.P.A./E.G.P.A. Spring Breakout 
TBA 
 
*Please confirm dates with local tourism bureaus before heading 
out to a listed competition. 

Gold Tailings… 

We now have an exclusive 
contact email for the AGPA. If 
you have any questions 
regarding club business, the 
newsletter or anything else 
that’s on your mind, email: 
 
agpa@agpa.ca  
 
 
 
 
 
 
ROVING REPORTERS 
NEEDED 
 
We have had great input 
from a lot of people so far 
this year and I would like to 
thank them.  Also, if anyone 
is doing any cold weather 
mining or have a story they 
think we would all like to 
hear please send in your 
story or topic to 
agpa@agpa.ca 

 
The annual general meeting will occur this February 
15 2009.  If you have any topics or concerns that 
you would like addressed during the meeting please 
contact Jim Holzer at the Gold Dust Dinner or e-
mail Jim at (insert e-mail address) 
 
 

If you have any gold prospecting items 
you would like to sell or give away please 
contact Alex Stewart at agpa@agpa.ca to 
arrange an ad. 

 
 
 

 
Please check the front 
of the envelope your 

newsletter came in. If 
the date is highlighted, 
then your membership 

is due. 

Membership dues can 
be sent to (please fill 

out the enclosed 
waiver): 

Pat Walker 
(Secretary/Treasurer) 
920 Canna Cres SW 

Calgary, AB 
T2W 1N9 

 

Single $10 
Family $15 

 

 


