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THE ALBERTA

GOLD RUSH NEWS

Alberta Gold Prospectors Association
Spring 2009 Volume 32 issue 2

In this Issue
Annual General Meeting
Highlights from theAGM held
February 21, 2009.

Opportunity to pan on the Wi
Horse River.

Where to pan in Albert
dredges on the Saskatchey
River, and a sample mini
license

News about the end of
Klondike Days panning.

Information about Worlds
Panning Competitiomiltaly

Panning outing with Scouts,
volunteer helpers needed
Devil 6s Canyo

Ed Gorski and friends.

A.G.P.A. / E.G.P.A. Spring Breakout
Starting Fiday June 5 through Sunday June

The A.G.P.A./E.G.P.A. will start this
yeards gold pannir
annual Spring Breakout event at
Prospectors Poinbn the Devon Bar.

As in past yearsclub membersvill be
able tocamp at the sitdensure you bring
your copy ofthe newsletterasvehicle
identification, so the parkland County
police will know you are a member. The
club has special permission for onight
camping here.

The events start at 9:30am Saturday w
the AGPA sponsored Gold Panning
Competition. There will be categories fc
children, adults, and pros.

After the lunch break the EGPA will
sponsor the Sluice Box Competitions.
Bring your own &lice and clean mat.
All events are open to members from b
clubs, as well as the public.

Other events to watch for include pan t
dirt toss (you wot
claim staking and tall tale telling.

Alex did such a goo
job of this front pagt
of his Spring news
letter; |
pretty much the san
This is front page
news!!

Editor
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The dayé a c tup with &
fun metal detecting competition and a
chicken dinner (Guests will be charged
$15 per person for the dinner)
Remember, you don:
exactly what you are doing to partieie
in the competitions. There is always
someone around that would be more tl
willing to pass along some hints and
advice to you. The main thing is to get
out there and give it a tiyhave fun!
And learn along the way!

Weekend Schedule:

Thursday and fiday: Members start tc
arrive at Prospec
into events start.

Saturday

Finish registrations

10am to 1pm Panning Competition.
1:307 2:00 claim staking.

2pm to 5pni Sluice Box Competitio
4:007 4:30 dirt toss.

4:307 5:00 panass.

5:007 6:00 Metal Cetecting

6 pm- Chicken Dinner.

7:0071 8:00 awards prizes draws.
8:00- campfire and tall tales.
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Directions from the town of Devon

Drive N from town and crossver.
Turn west on township rd 510
Immediately turn left on rangel 263
Follow to the end of the road

fiGold is where you find it, often
under a pile of
Robin Rosborough
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Gold Rush New:

To Our Me mber s é

Report on

Annual General Meeting

9 SecretarfTr easuer 6s
that the club istill in an attractive
financial pition.

1 Special thanks to members who
donated to the silent auction.

1 The club is buying a campstove,
more pins badges and spoons, a
has put in a budget line to buy go
for panning demos.

1 We will no longer be making
membership cards.

1 Memberships 6 monghin arrears
will get a notice and no more
newsletters or voting privilleges
untill paid up

1 There is now a 5 year membershi
option

9 Outgoing execuitive: Stephan
Lathem steped down from vice
president and Alex has given up t
editor possition.

New Editor

reprdMembers, o we d
| amthenew editorforte A. G. P. A. 6s Gol d Rus
Robin Rosboroughnd | have been a member of th&AP.A for just abou
30yearsl n that time | have witness
wish | coul remember more of i
d
dOnbehave of the members | would like to thank Alex for his work last
as Editor. You did a great job and we appreciate your time and effort.

d

| was introducedo this organizationduring a canoe trip down the
Saskatchewan Riveloy Ed Farr He was glicing on the gravel bar near
the Genesee Bridge. We could not figure out what that old guy was d
so we pulled into shore to investigate. When he showed me some go
Pdust, | was hooked. He gave us some information about the club, anc

becameamemer . (my canoe partner wa
ton for funo part)
he

If any of you have stories or pictures that you believe everyone would

New Executive

President
James (Jim) Holzer

Vice-President
Lloyd Barberree

Secretary/Treasurer
Pat Walker

Directors
Lesli Kellow - director at large
Lee Kasper director at large
Stephan Lathem International
relations
Larry Larsoni director at large
Rod Walkeri education and
promotions
Fred Walker webmaster

Liaisons
Calgary- Tom Christianson
Edmontoni Rod Walker

Newsletter Editor
Robin Rosborough
agpa@agpa.ca

to see and hear about please contact mg@m@agpa.cso we an add it
to our forthcoming editions.

The end of an e&a. sad news i

Klondike days has become Capital Ex, and now, to make things worse tr
likely be the last yaafor the mine and panning troughs. Apparently
Northlands needs the space to make the horse track longer.

Edmonton is poorer for this turn of events. What theme does Capital
Exhibition portray? What does i
tha matter) For as many years as | can remember the minthevesasorthat
I made my way to the exhibition grounds. The King of the Klondike
competitions in other parts of Edmonton also were part dfiivedike
experience. We are not sure what will becahthe Klondike World
Invitational Gold Panning Championships in the future, but this year shot
a good one!

With this knowledge, | am going to make sure that | go and pan this year
you all will as well.

Sincerely,
Robin Rosborough
Editor
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WHERE TO
FIND GOLD
IN ALBERTA

- on the Peace River

- on the North Saskatche-
wan River near Edmonton

-on the Red Deer River
near Red Deer, in the
upper sands below the
upper faces of the gravel
bars

.on the McLeod River,
along the river from below
Hargwen to a point near
Marlboro, from Rosevear
to 6 miles below Peers
Ferry; upper gravels a-
round Whitecourt and up
the river 5 miles

- on the North Saskatche-
wan River from south of
Stony Plain to about 15
miles down the river from
Fort Saskatchewan. The
fine gold is found on the
upstream end of gravel
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Showing 2 hesma, 7T /L Athabasca River - starting
32 1 \l‘q:’\ ‘f at Fort Assiniboine.
PLACER & - Peace River - near the
MINING R town of Peace River in
AREAS bank gravels 200-300 feet
- g above water level, in the
Tk SR

upper 2 feet or so of the
gravel.

Gold Rush New:

From the book - GOLD RUSH

by James Blower

Edmonton's first contact with gold fever came in 1862; when a former school teacher
named Clover panned the Saskatchewan River near what is the present site of Clover
Bar. From that time on, men began to search the sand and gravel beds of the river from
Ft. Saskatchewan to Big Island. And it is said that in all, over 1900 men could be seen at
one time or another using grizzlies and rockers along the shores of the river.

According to editions of the Edmonton Bulletin, over a series of years beginning
about 1894, the riveryielded more than $3,000,000in gold dust to those miners. Most of
these first prospectors have long since beenforgotten, and names like Sam Livingstone
and James Gibsons, who were among the first to work the sands, are now only brief
faded lines int he early editions of the local newspaper.

In ealry 1897 the Bulletin published numberous stories about Edmonton and her
gold, including this report: “The favorite occupation around town now is staking mining
claims. Numerous parties have been seen lately at strange hours of the night, all laden
with mining equipment and bent on getting ahead of each other. The river is reported
staked 60 miles up.

It was inevitable that, as the Saskatchewan continued to give up her gold and as
technology advanced, new methods of gold retreivals would emerge. This came in the
form of huge dredges. These units, weighting over 3 tons, were built in the yards of
Walters Mill located on the south side of the river.

The advantage of these machines was their ability to obtain from the river large
amounts of gold-laden material, using suction pipes, buckets or conveyer belts, then
sluicing out the material for its riches.

From the time the first dredges touched the waters of the riverin 1894 the Edmonton
Bulletin kept regular account of their progress and published the names of the owners of
each dredge, many of whom were prominent citizens of the area; Jenner, Braithwaite,
Potter, Frazer, Levy, Osbourne, were just a few of the many names recorded in the
Bulletin.

As gold dredging increased, it became necessary to name many of the river bars and
tributaries to distinguish where each claim was situated, hence new names began to
appear; Bemard's Slough, Hibbert's Bar, MacDonald's Bar, Gold Island and Saddle
Creek.

With gold dredges on the river and prospectors on the shores, the Saskatchewans
gold rush lived until 1807 when the last of the oldtimers finally died or gave up their
struggle for gold.

The Saskatchewan gold is thought to come not from one main source but a great
many pockets and would never be depleted, but continually build up to await another
rush for the precious metal.

The above information is reprinted from the 1982 and 1¢

Alberta Goldrush news

Just in case you are interested

This is what you need to acquire if you want to sluice

Alberta. Your first ounce is free of royalties.
You do not need it if vou are just pannina.




